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RERPORT

The glorious tradition of science and technology existed in India for
thousands of years. There are many examples. PushpakViman is
just a glimpse. Our clothing and garments (such as the Malmal of
Dhaka) attracted the attention of the whole world. Kanhaiya was the
owner of a very big yacht; after whom Vasco da Gama reached
Kalikat. Metallurgy was so advanced that it did not rust for hundreds
of years. The knowledge of physics and chemistry was so much that
gold was made from any ordinary metal. Planetary and astronomical
knowledge was so much that the earth is round and the distance
between the sun and the moon was measured by our ancestors. How
the eclipses happen, the speed of the constellations, the creation of
the universe etc. all these subjects were discussed here by ordinary
people too. The health system from Ayurveda (in which the first
surgeon likes Sushruta) was created in India. Zero and Decimal
system is a priceless gift of India to the world. Geometry and algebra,
Madhava principles were prevalent in India. Indians were proficient
in biology, tree Ayurveda, environment, animal science, elephant and
horse science, martial arts, weapons and warfare, city building,
sewage system, water management, mining work, ironwork,
gemology. We have lost a lot not known how but due to the inferiority
complex and dastardly invasions and due to the policies of the
British. Now we have to revive the science and technology of India.
It is necessary for every Indian to have knowledge of this glorious
Indian science and technology tradition.
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5 WAR IN ANCIENT INDIA

and the Andhras. Ancient India again disapproved of
rule by a woman or a child or by men of no character
like gamblers.® It is said that such a kingdom sinks
like a stone boat in a river. So insistence is made on
a righteous Kyatriya being elected king.
“ Generally the eldest son succceded to the throne.
His election or elevation depended on two things—
recommendation by the reigning king as a well-behaved
and loyal prince, and ratification by the people.
Yayiti offered his throne to his youngest son, because
ho alone fulfilled his wishes, while others did not pay
heed to them.™ If the Crown Prince was a minor, the
Dowager Queen or a respectable elderly relative governed
in his name. A similar rule was applicable during an
in(prlw{num. For instance, in the Ramaya(g the Puro-
hita Vasistha took up the reins of administration on
Dudaratha’s death until Bharata arrived from his uncle’s
kingdom.” An unworthy prince was often punished
and sometimes banished out of the kingdom. Asamanja
is an instance in point. It may be that in certain cases
the king had no issue to continue his line, and in such
cases recourse was had to the practice of what is termed
niyoga. »
The son was begotten on one's wife by appointment.
The practice was for the reigning king to appoint
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* A Rishi in Rig Veda is an author of a Rik, a mantra. It is not a product of
his reasoning or intellect; but, of an intuitive perception. He envisioned
the entities beyond the range of human senses; conceived the self
evident knowledge (svatah pramana) ; and , realized the Truth by
direct intuition. Vamadeva , a Rishi in one of his hymns (RV 4.3.16)
describes himself as the illumined one , expressing the Truth reveled to
him (ninya vachasmi).

* The term Rishi is defined as “rishati jnanena samsara-param” —
meaning one who goes beyond the mundane world by means of
knowledge. Further, some scholars think the root ‘drish* (sight) might
have given rise to root ‘rish meaning ‘to see’ .
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Indian Rishis and their contribution f... ~

Indian Rishis and their contribution to
Philosophy and Science.in overview

Dr Narendra Joshi
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